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USEEC ALSO FOR EMBASSY 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: PFOR, EEC, XF 

SUBJECT: EC MIDDLE EAST EXPERTS MEETING JUNE 1 

1 . ACCORDING TO TOMKYS, HEAD OF FCO NEAR EAST DEPT., 

EC MIDDLE EAST EXPERTS WORKING GROUP ON JUNE 1 HELD ALL- 
DAY MEETING AT WHICH MOST IMPORTANT MATTER DISCUSSED 
WAS THE COMPOSITION OF A DRAFT TEXT FOR A POSSIBLE 
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STATEMENT ON THE ARAB-ISRAELI DISPUTE. TOMKYS SAID 
THE EXPERTS DID NOT REACH AGREEMENT ON A DRAFT TEXT AND 
WOULD HAVE TO MEET AGAIN TO DO SO, PROBABLY ON JUNE 14 
BEFORE THE POLITICAL DIRECTORS MEETING. TOMKYS 
EMPHASIZED THAT SO FAR THERE HAS ALSO BEEN NO AGREEMENT 
AS TO WHETHER OR WHEN SUCH A STATEMENT WOULD BE ISSUED. 

IN UNDERTAKING THE DRAFTING, THE EXPERTS LEVEL WORKING 
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GROUP WAS SIMPLY CARRYING OUT ORDERS FROM A HIGHER 
POLITICAL LEVEL IN THE EC. 

2. COMMENT: IT IS OUR DISTINCT IMPRESSION THAT EC IS 
GEARING UP AGAIN FOR MAKING STATEMENT ON THE MIDDLE 
EAST. SHOULD WASHINGTON OBJECT, OR SHOULD IT HAVE 
SPECIFIC SUBSTANTIVE SUGGESTIONS TO MAKE CONCERNING 
SUCH A PRONOUNCEMENT BY THE NINE, THE SOONER WE CONVEY 
OUR POSITION TO THE NINE THE BETTER. 
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